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CALENDAR  OF  

EVENTS 

 

September 24—Thursday 

Back to School Night 

6pm 

 

 

 

Hispanic Parent Meeting 

7:00 pm 

(Library) 

 

 

 

September 30—Wednesday 

Lavender Ends 

 

 

October 1—Thursday 

Picture Day 

 

 

 

October 7—Wednesday 

Advanced Academics 

Information Session 

      6:30 pm - Room R7 

 

October 12—Monday 

Columbus Day Holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 13—Tuesday 

PTA Meeting 7 pm 

Hispanic Parent Meeting 

      7:30 pm 

 

                        AdministrAtors’ corner 
 
WISHES AND DREAMS: 

 

Last week, Mrs. Nance wrote to you about one of our guiding principles, safety.  I am adding the second principle this 

week, respect.  Some of us read that word and immediately hear R_E_S_P_E_C_T_sung by Aretha Franklin.  Whether 

that is your experience of not, respect is a vital principle by which we are guiding our shared students. 

 

What does respect look like?  I was in a first grade classroom today where two classes had gathered together so I could 

share with these children our Students Rights and Responsibilities.  Mrs. Nance and I are meeting with every class 

these first few weeks to communicate our expectations for student behavior.  While I was there, students had a chance to 

turn to a partner and share several times.  Each time these students did that activity, I saw them use eye contact, listen to 

one another, and then later, share what they had heard their partner say.  We practiced using I’m sorry  for those times 

where there are disagreements and you realize your words may have hurt another student.  That is an example of respect-

ful work.   

 

Another example occurs daily in our new Drake’s Dining Room.  We renamed the cafeteria on purpose to communicate that 

we are dining together and will use polite and respectful speech.  Regularly our teachers, custodians, Mrs. Westphal, the 

hostess, and any adult in the building, are working together to help students remember the magic words:  please, thank 

you, and you’re welcome!  As we do this, we are teaching and modeling respect to one another.    

 

My third example comes from our first PTA meeting of the year.  One of the parents there said that her son came home 

stating, “The teachers will not allow any bullying this year. . .”That conversation went further but we are so 

pleased that our children are hearing the message that respect includes kindness, helping each other learn, and those 

actions which are the opposite of bullying.  By the way, coming to PTA meetings and being a part of that group is a great 

way to support your child and to learn the most about our wonderful, and respectful, partnerships between home and 

school here at Dranesville. 

 

This year, as teachers notice students using respect, those students may earn the recognition of a car as we drive on 

“Drake’s Road to Success” and celebrate our important principles of safety, respect, and yet another one you’ll hear about 

next week.  We are so grateful for the children you share with us as it is evident that you also have taught them to be safe 

and respectful.  Together, we will build a school where every child can succeed to his or her potential 

because every child feels safe and respected. 

 

Susan McCallum 

Principal      

 



              Advanced Academic Programs 

                       Information Session  

There will be a parent information session regarding 

Fairfax Countyõs programs for Advanced Academics 

on Wednesday, October 7 at 6:30pm. Information 

about the levels of service and specifically, the services 

provided here at Dranesville will be discussed as well as 

how students are identified to participate. (This in-

cludes information regarding the parent referral proc-

ess for full time advanced academic placement in a cen-

ter program). The event will be held in Room R7 at 

Dranesville Elementary. Please contact Amy Albanese, 

Advanced Academics Resource Specialist, at (703)326-

5200 or Amy.Albanese@fcps.edu if you should have 

any questions regarding this event. All parents are wel-

come to attend!  

Why Buy a School Lunch? 

Lunches reflect the Dietary Guidelines for Americans which recommend no more than 30 percent calories 

from fat, 10 percent calories from saturated fats, and limited trans fats, sodium and sugar. 

Lunches provide one-third of the Recommended Dietary Allowances of protein, vitamin A, vitamin C, iron, 

calcium, and calories 

Age appropriate portions based on established federal lunch patterns 

Several choices, salad lunches and milk  available daily 

Food is prepared and served under safe and sanitary conditions 

Costs less than bringing an equally nutritious lunch from home 

Compare the costs of a lunch brought from home with school lunch prices and you will see that the school lunch 
is a bargain. 

  
 

Cost of a Sample Lunch from Home 

Determined from prices at local grocery store 8/09 

  Elementary Middle/High 

Bread (white), 2 slices 
Turkey slices, 3 oz 
Potato Chips, (small bag) 
Baby Carrots (6-8) 
Red Grapes (20) 
Milk, 1/2 pint (at school) 
Bag, napkin, etc 
Labor, 15 minutes 

Total Cost 

$.28 
$1.50 
$.33 
$.30 
$.63 
$.60 
$.10 
free 

$3.74 

$.28 
$1.50 
$.33 
$.30 
$.63 
$.60 
$.10 
free 

$3.74 

Lunch purchased at school $2.65 $2.75 

Savings $1.09 $  .99 

The Fairfax County Department of Family Services is 

sponsoring a:       

 

NURTURING PARENTING PROGRAM  

      in Herndon  

 

Look for the informational flyer on our community table 

in the school lobby.  

 

A Word from Our PTA 

 

Become a member of  the PTA and show your 

support to your school!! Forms are available in the 

office and membership is only $15.00 which in-

cludes a FREE  student directory.  


