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June 16, 2009  
CALENDAR  OF  

EVENTS 

 

 

June 17—Wednesday 

Awards Assembly Gr 

3-6 

      (Students only) 

 

June 18—Thursday 

Gr 6 Promotional  

      Farewell 9:30 a.m. 

(2 guests per student-) 

 confirm w/ teacher) 

 

LAST DAY OF 

SCHOOL ! 

DISMISSAL 11:45 a.m.  
 

 

DES OFFICE HOURS 

 DURING SUMMER 

 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

 

Enjoy your Summer! 

 

September 3—Thursday 

Patrol Mini Camp 

      9:00 am  

        

OPEN HOUSE  

       10:00 am 

       

      September 8—Tuesday 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! 

                        AdministrAtors’ corner 

 

As we come to the close of this school year, I am continually reminded of the many ways that 
Dranesville is a positive and nurturing community of learners within an already supportive 
community.  One aspect of this school that was addressed to me as the incoming principal was 
the area of student behaviors.  As we have worked together this year, I have seen many im-
provements in the way students treat one another and also the respect they show.  One indica-
tion of this was a survey done by our counselors with all classes.  In that survey, 96% of our stu-
ÄÅÎÔÓ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÓÁÆÅ ÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢȱ  7ÈÉÌÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÉÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ΣΡΡϷȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ 
at the direction that is taking us.  In order to further support our students, Dranesville is com-
bining two approaches to positive behavior, both of which are used nationwide and have re-
search to show that they work.  I have included information on both below:  
 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), an evidenced based framework for de-
veloping positive behavior, is used in schools nationwide to create a positive climate for learn-
ing. 
The Responsive Classroom approach is a research-based approach to teaching that offers ele-
mentary schools practical strategies for achieving many of the goals of PBIS. Many schools 
throughout the country are using the Responsive Classroom approach to implement high quality 
PBIS. 
 
The premise of both PBIS and the Responsive Classroom approach is that continual teaching, 
modeling, and reinforcing of positive behavior will reduce discipline problems and promote a 
climate of greater productivity,safety, and learning. 

 
As we implement both of these approaches together, we expect to have the best in place for 
ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÅØÃÅÌȢ  )ȭÖÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÂÅÌÏ× ÏÎÅ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÏ 
support our approaches. 
 
Research on the Responsive ClassroomApproach 
A 2004 study by the University of Virginia examined educational 
outcomes at schools using the Responsive Classroom approach. 
It found the following: 
_ Children scored higher on reading and math tests. 
_ Children had better social skills. 
_ Teachers felt more effective and positive about teaching. 

To learn more about this study and a four-year, federally funded study underway, visit 
www.responsiveclassroom.org/research 
 
We will have more information in our annual school plan for 2009-2010 by this fall.   
 
I hope you all have wonderful summers and that we return together ready to learn September 
8, 2009 
 

Ms. McCallum 

 

http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/research


Yearbooks are still available! 
 

Yearbooks cost $18.00 

 Make checks payable to Lifetouch   

PARENT SURVEY 

 

Parents of Special Education students have the op-
portunity to provide their input about Parental In-
volvement.  The 08-09 Parent Survey for Indicator 
8 (Parental Involvement) of the State Performance 
Plan will be available from 5/11/09 until 6/30/09.   
You will be receiving paper surveys in you childõs 
Tuesday Envelope or you can access at http://
www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/
Indicator8ParentSurvey.pdf.  Please contact the 
Parent Resource Center at 703-204-3941 for more 
information.  

    MEDICATION AND FORMS 

 
The school clinic is reminding parents and guardians that 
all medication stored in the clinic must be picked up no 
later than the student dismissal time on the last day of 

school.  MEDICATION LEFT IN THE CLINIC WILL 
BE DISCARDED AT DISMISSAL.  Itõs school policy that 
medications must be picked up by the parent or guard-
ian.  Medications cannot be sent home with your stu-
dent. 
 
Medication authorization forms for next school year may 
be obtained from the school or online at 
www.fcps.edu/forms.htm.  A medication authorization 
form is required for any medication, prescription or over-
the-counter, to be kept at school.  Be sure medication 
orders are clear.  All information on the form must be 
completed.  Part I must be signed and dated by the par-
ent or guardian.  Part II must be signed and dated by 
your physician.  Over-the-counter medication does not 
need to be signed by a physician.  More detailed infor-
mation is available on the back of the medication au-
thorization form.   
 
Over-the-counter medication must be in the original 
container and clearly labeled by the parent or guardian.  
All prescription medication, including physiciansõ sam-
ples, must be labeled by the pharmacist or physician.  
Please make sure that the label clearly states your stu-
dentõs name, the name of the medication, the dosage of 
the medication, and the time interval for administration. 
 
If your child will be enrolled in a summer program spon-
sored by Fairfax county Public Schools, your existing long 
term medication authorization form(s) may be used for 
the summer  program.  Please let the clinic know if you 
would like a copy of the form(s). 
 
Your  cooperation will ensure that we can safely give 
your student his or her medication.  If you have any 
questions, please contact our clinic room aide, Amy Pe-
terson, at 703-326-5210 or your school public health 
nurse, Vicki Karrat at 703-481-4244. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and have a good 
summer! 

A word from our PTA  
about the Auction!  

 
A huge Thank You goes out to the administration, staff, 
custodians, students and their families for all their hard 
work and generosity!!! 
 
The Auction was a great success. We were able to 
raise $4,500! 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Julie Saylor and Pat Ennis 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER!  

If your child after school plans will change for the last 

day of school.  Please make sure to send a note to the 

office.  If your child will be going home with another student 

we must have notes from both parents.  Thank you for your 

help in our efforts to keep children safe!    

 DES OFFICE HOURS DURING SUMMER  

 

9:00 a.m.ñ2:00 p.m. 


