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Graduation Requirements for Standard and Verified Credits in Fairfax County Public Schools 
 

 
Standard Diploma:  22 Units of Credit for Those Students Entering 9th Grade for the first time in 2000-2001, 2001-2002, and 2002-2003 respectively 
(Graduation Classes of 2004, 2005, 2006)  
 
 

Subject Area FCPS Standard Course Credit Verified Credit 
English 4  2
Mathematics 3 
Science 3 
History and Social Science 4 
Physical Education and Health 2 
Fine or Practical Arts 1 
Electives (requires 2 sequential courses) 5 

 
(4 additional verified credits of the student’s choosing) 

TOTALS 22 TOTAL 6 
 
Standard Diploma:  22 Units of Credit for those Students Entering 9th Grade for the first time in 2003-2004 or later (Graduation Classes of 2007 and 
Beyond)  
 

Subject Area FCPS Standard Course Credit Verified Credit 
English 4  2
Mathematics 3  1
Science 3  1
History and Social Science 4  1
Physical Education and Health 2 
Fine or Practical Arts 1 
Electives (requires 2 sequential courses) 5 

(1 additional verified credit of the student’s choosing) 

TOTALS 22 TOTAL 6 
 
Advanced Studies Diploma:  24 Units of Credit for Those Students Entering 9th Grade for the first time in 2000-2001 or Later (Graduation Classes of 2004 
and Beyond) 
 

Subject Area FCPS Standard Course Credit Verified Credit 
English 4  2
Mathematics 4  2
Science 4  2
History and Social Science 4  2
Foreign Language 3 
Physical Education and Health 2 
Fine or Practical Arts 1 
Electives 2 

(1 additional verified credit of the student’s choosing) 

TOTALS 24  9
 
8 VAC 20-131-50:  A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma from a Virginia High School shall be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR STANDARD AND VERIFIED CREDITS IN FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
(CONTINUED) 

 
 
Modified Standard Diploma:  20 Units of Credit for students Entering 9th Grade for the first time in 2000-2001 or Later (Graduation Classes of 2004 and 
Beyond) 
 
SUBJECT AREA FCPS STANDARD COURSE CREDIT REQUIRED TESTING 

English 4 

Mathematics 3 

Science 2 

History and Social Science 2 

Health and Physical Education 2 

Fine or Practical Arts 1 

Electives (requires 2 sequential courses) 6 

TOTALS 20 

Students must pass 8th grade English: Reading/ Literature/ 
Research SOL test and Math SOL test to meet literacy and 
numeracy competency requirements. Students may substitute 11th 
grade English: Reading/Literature/Research for English 8 R/L/R 
and Algebra I, Algebra II or Geometry or the 8th grade Math SOL 
or other substitute tests approved by the Virginia Board of 
Education. 
 
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/ 

 
Special Diploma   
In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students with disabilities who complete the requirements of their Individualized Education Program (IEP) and do not 
meet the requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded Special Diplomas.  8VAC-131-50 E.  Also see FCPS Regulation 2460. 
 
Certificate of Program Completion 
In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students who complete prescribed programs of studies defined by the local school board but do not qualify for diplomas 
shall be awarded Certificates of Program Completion.  8VAC-131-50 F.  Also see FCPS Regulation 2466. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
8 VAC 20-131-50:  A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma from a Virginia High School shall be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. 
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Verified Credit Requirements for Students Transferring Into FCPS 
From Schools other than Virginia Public Schools  

Students Entering 9th Grade for the First Time in 2000-2001 and Beyond   (Graduation Classes of 2004 and Beyond) 
 
*   “Beginning” is during the first 20 instructional hours; “during” is anytime after the first 20 instructional hours. 

Diploma Type Entering Grade Verified Credits 
for Graduation 

2004 
2005 
2006 

2007 and beyond 

Modified Standard 
(Special Populations) 

 
9, 10, 11, or 12 

 

Requirements remain the same regardless of year of transfer.  See 
page 2 for specific tests. 

  

During 9th grade* 
Beginning of 10th* 

 

 
6 Verified Units of Credit Required 

 
English 

Mathematics 
Science 

Social Studies 
Student Choice

 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
4 

 
 
 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

During 10th grade* 
Beginning of 11th* 

4 Verified Units of Credits Required 
 

English 
Mathematics 

Science 
Social Studies 

Student Choice 

 
 
1 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
1 
1 
1 
1 

During 11th grade* 
Beginning of 12th* 

2 Verified Units of Credit Required 
 

English 
Student Choice

 
 
1 
1 

 
 
1 
1 

Standard 

During 12th grade* 

2 Verified Units of Credit Required  
(see 11th grade above) 

or return to original school for diploma 
or consult current school  about VA DOE waiver 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Accountability/
verifed_credit_waiver_app.doc 

  

 
8 VAC 20-131-50:  A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma from a Virginia High School shall be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Accountability/
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Verified Credit Requirements for Students Transferring Into FCPS  
from Schools other than Virginia Public Schools  

Students entering 9th Grade for the first Time in 2000-2001 and Beyond (Graduation Classes of 2004 and Beyond) 
 
*  “Beginning” is during the first 20 instructional hours; “during” is anytime after the first 20 instructional hours. 

Diploma Type Entering Grade Verified Credits 
for Graduation 

2004 and Beyond 

During 9th grade* 
Beginning of 10th* 

 

 
9 Verified Units of Credit 

English 
Math 

History 
Science 

Student Choice

 
 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

During 10th grade* 
Beginning of 11th* 

 
6 Verified Units of Credit 

English 
Math 

History 
Science 

Student Choice

 
 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

During 11th grade* 
Beginning of 12th* 

 
4 Verified Units of Credit 

English 
Student Choice

 
 
1 
3 

Advanced Studies 

During 12th grade* 

 
4 Verified Units of Credit  

(see 11th grade above)  
 or return to original school for diploma 

or consult current school  about VA DOE waiver policy. 
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Accountability/verified_credit_waiver_app.doc 
 

 

 

 
8 VAC 20-131-50:  A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma from a Virginia High School shall be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. 
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Record of Standard and Verified Credit for Classes of 2004, 2005, 2006 
Students Entering 9th Grade for the  first time in 2000-2001, 2001-2002, and 2002-2003 respectively (Graduation Classes of 2004, 2005, 2006) 

The following Record is suggested as a method of documenting Standard and Verified Credits.  Note:  Use Grade Level Checklist on page 7. 
 

Content Area Credit 
Requirements for 
Standard 
Diploma 

Credit 
Requirements 
for Advanced 
Studies Diploma 

Courses Standard 
Credits 

Passed SOL Test 
or Substitute 

Verified 
Credits 

English 9  
English 10  

  

English RLR  
English 11 

 
English Writing  

English 
4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

English 12    
For a Standard Diploma, students must also earn 4 additional verified credits of the student’s choosing. 
 

Algebra 1 Part I    
Algebra 1    
Geometry    
Geometry Part 1    
Geometry Part II    
Algebra II    

Mathematics 3 Standard 
4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

(4th Math Credit)    
Biology    
Chemistry    
Geosystems    
Physics    

Science 
 3 Standard 

4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

(Other Science)    
Wld Hist & Geo I    
Wld Hist & Geo II    
US/VA History    

History and Social 
Science 4 Standard 

4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

US/VA Govt    
    
    
    

Foreign Language  3 (or 2 + 2) 
Standard 

    
HPE 9    Health and PE 2 Standard 2 Standard 
HPE 10    

Fine or Practical Arts 1 Standard 1 Standard     
    
    
    

Electives 
Please highlight the two 
sequential electives. 

5 Standard 
Must include 2 
sequential 
electives 

2 Standard 

    
Total Credits 22 24  22/24  6/9 



 

Updated May 2004 
 

  
      Record of Standard and Verified Credit for Classes of 2007 and Beyond 

Students Entering 9th Grade for the  first time in 2003-2004 and beyond (Graduation Classes of  2007 and beyond) 
The following Record is suggested as a method of documenting Standard and Verified Credits.  Note:  Use Grade Level Checklist on Following Sheet. 

 

Content Area Credit 
Requirements for 
Standard 
Diploma 

Credit 
Requirements 
for Advanced 
Studies Diploma 

Courses Standard 
Credits 

Passed SOL Test 
or Substitute 

Verified 
Credits 

English 9  
English 10  

  

English RLR  
English 11 

 
English Writing  

English 
4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

English 12    
Algebra 1 Part I    
Algebra 1    
Geometry    
Geometry Part 1    
Geometry Part II    
Algebra II    

Mathematics 
3 Standard 
including  
1 Verified 

4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

(4th Math Credit)    
Biology    
Chemistry    
Geosystems    
Physics    

Science 
 

3 Standard 
including  
1 Verified 

4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

(Other Science)    
Wld Hist & Geo I    
Wld Hist & Geo II    
US/VA History    

History and Social 
Science 

4 Standard 
including  
1 Verified 

4 Standard 
including 
2 Verified 

US/VA Govt    
    
    
    

Foreign Language  3 (or 2 + 2) 
Standard 

    
HPE 9    Health and PE 2 Standard 2 Standard 
HPE 10    

Fine or Practical Arts 1 Standard 1 Standard     
    
    
    

Electives 
Please highlight the two 
sequential electives. 

5 Standard 
Must include 2 
sequential 
electives 

2 Standard 

    
Total Credits 22 24  22/24  6/9 
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Grade Level Checklist 

       During 9th Grade:   Date: _____  Student Signature: ____________________________ 
       Urge student to participate in school-based remediation. 

       End of 9th:     Date: _____  Student Signature: _____________________________ 
 Recommend eligible students for expedited SOL retesting. 
 Expected progress: 7 standard credits, 3 verified credits. 

             Students at risk of failing English 11 SOL tests should enroll in Expanding Literacy as a 10th grade elective. 
 *Recommend summer school/summer remediation and summer SOL retakes to students who failed courses or  

         SOL test(s) during the school  year. 
 Notify student and parent of status and testing options. 

       During 10th grade.   Date: _____  Student Signature: _____________________________ 
 Urge student to participate in school-based remediation. 
 Initiate appeal process if student qualifies for locally awarded verified credit in social studies or science. 
 Recommend eligible students for expedited SOL retesting/SOL retakes. 
 Notify student and parent of status and testing options. 

       End of 10th grade:    Date: _____  Student Signature: _____________________________ 
 Expected progress: 14 standard credits, 6 verified credits. 
 Recommend summer school/summer remediation and summer SOL retakes to students who failed courses or SOL  

             test(s) during the school year. 
 Initiate appeal process if student qualifies for locally awarded verified credit in social studies or science. 
 *Students at risk of failing English 11 SOL tests should enroll in Expanding Literacy as an 11th grade elective. 
 Urge student to participate in school-based remediation. 
 Notify student and parent of status and testing options. 

       During 11th grade:    Date: _____  Student Signature: _____________________________ 
 Urge student to participate in school-based remediation. 
 Initiate appeal process if student qualifies for locally awarded verified credit in social studies or science. 
 Recommend eligible students for expedited SOL testing/SOL retakes. 
 Notify student and parents of status and testing options. 

       End of 11th grade:    Date: _____  Student Signature: _____________________________ 
 Expected progress:  Appropriate number of verified credits to graduate the following June with diploma of choice. 
 Recommend summer school/summer remediation and summer SOL retakes to appropriate students. 
 Check standard and verified credit totals to be sure senior schedule provides for sufficient credits to qualify for  

             graduation the following June. 
 *Students who have not earned both English 11 verified credits should enroll in  English 12 with SOL Focus. 
 Notify student and parents of status and testing options. 

      During 12th grade:    Date: _____  Student Signature: _____________________________ 
 Urge student to participate in school-based and/or online remediation. 
 Initiate appeal process if student qualifies for locally awarded verified credit in social studies or science. 
 Recommend eligible students for expedited SOL testing/SOL retakes. 
 Notify student and parents of status and testing options. 

       *The academic plan of ESOL students or students with active IEP’s may require other course placement. 
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Earning High School Credit 

 
FCPS Courses for Currently Enrolled FCPS Students

SOURCE OF CREDIT APPROVED 
CURRICULUM 

PRIOR 
PERMISSION  

NEEDED FROM  
SCHOOL  

GRANTING  
CREDIT 

FCPS 
STANDARD 

COURSE 
CREDIT 

VERIFIED CREDIT 
  

TESTING AVAILABILITY 

   High School     With passing SOL Test or alternate test score,  
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Administered during course 

   Middle School    With passing SOL or alternate test score, or  
certification/licensure 

Administered during course 

   Summer School    With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Administered during course 

   Alternative School    With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Administered during course 

   On-Line Courses    With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Administered during 
established test periods 

   Home-Bound  
   Instruction  

   With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Administered during course 

   Special     
   Circumstance 

Needs  
Approval 

  With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Administered during 
established test periods 

 
**See page 12 for policy
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Earning High School Credit 

Courses Completed Outside FCPS Prior to FCPS Enrollment
 

SOURCE OF CREDIT 
(NEW OR REPEAT 

COURSES) 

APPROVED CURRICULUM  STANDARD 
CREDIT 

VERIFIED CREDIT TESTING AVAILABILITY 

Transfer Credit from 
Other Virginia Public 

High School  

  With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Administered during course 

Transfer Credit from 
Public Secondary 

Schools outside Virginia 
 

Academic Record Must be 
Evaluated to Determine 

Number of Course Credits 
Earned 

 With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Student must take test in 
FCPS test windows 

Transfer Credit 
from Private School 

Accredited by Virginia 
Council for Private 
Education (VCPE) 

 
 

 
 

 

With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Student must take test in 
FCPS test windows 

Transfer Credit from 
Private School outside 

Virginia 
 

Academic Record Must be 
Evaluated to Determine 

Number of Course Credits 
Earned 

 With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Student must take test in 
FCPS test windows 

Transfer Credit from 
Virginia Private School 

Not Accredited by 
Virginia Council for 

Private Education 
(VCPE) 

Academic Record Must be 
Evaluated to Determine 

Number of Course Credits 
Earned 

 
 
 

With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Student must take test in 
FCPS test windows 

Transfer Credit from 
College or University 

Academic Record Must be 
Evaluated to Determine 

Number of Course Credits 
Earned 

 With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Student must take test in 
FCPS test windows 

Correspondence 
Courses 

Academic Record Must be 
Evaluated to Determine 

Number of Course Credits 
Earned 

 
 

With passing SOL alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Student must take test in 
FCPS test windows 

On-Line Courses Academic Record Must be 
Evaluated to Determine 

Number of Course Credits 
Earned 

 
 

With passing SOL or alternate test score, 
certification/licensure, or locally awarded verified 

credit ** 

Student must take test in 
FCPS test windows 

**See page  12  for policy. 
Note:  The records of students who are seeking credit from an approved home instruction program shall be evaluated according to the current version of Regulations 2245 and 
2460 as well as guidelines provided by the Office of Student Registration. 
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Earning High School Credit 
Courses Completed Outside FCPS for Currently Enrolled Students 

 

SOURCE OF CREDIT 
(NEW OR REPEAT COURSES) 

PRIOR 
PERMISSION 

NEEDED 
FROM SCHOOL 

ACCEPTING 
CREDIT 

USE PERMISSION 
FORM ON 

FOLLOWING PAGE

STANDARD CREDIT FOR 
SOL-TESTED COURSES 

STANDARD 

CREDIT 
FOR NON-

SOL 
TESTED 

COURSES 

VERIFIED CREDIT TESTING AVAILABILITY 

Transfer Credit from Other 
Virginia Public High School  

   With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Administered during 
course 

Transfer Credit from Public 
Secondary Schools outside 

Virginia 

   With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Student must take test 
in FCPS test windows 

Transfer Credit 
from Private School Accredited 
by Virginia Council for Private 

Education (VCPE) 

   
 

With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure  

Student must take test 
in FCPS test windows 

Transfer Credit from Private 
School outside Virginia 

 granted only with 
passing SOL or 

alternate test score, or 
certification/licensure 

 With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Student must take test 
in FCPS test window 

Transfer Credit from Virginia 
Private School Not Accredited 
by Virginia Council for Private 

Education (VCPE) 

 granted only with 
passing SOL or 

alternate test score, or 
certification/licensure 

 With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Student must take test 
in FCPS test windows 

Transfer Credit from College or 
University 

 granted only with 
passing SOL or 

alternate test score, or 
certification/licensure 

 With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Student must take test 
in FCPS test windows 

*Correspondence Courses  granted only with 
passing SOL or 

alternate test score, or 
certification/licensure 

 With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Student must take test 
in FCPS test windows 

*Non-FCPS On-Line Courses  granted only with 
passing SOL or 

alternate test score, or 
certification/licensure 

 With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Student must take test 
in FCPS test windows 

   Special     
   Circumstance 

 granted only with 
passing SOL or 

alternate test score, or 
certification/licensure 

 With passing SOL or alternate test 
score, or certification/licensure 

Student must take test 
in FCPS test windows 

• EFFECTIVE 9/1/04, CREDIT WILL BE GRANTED ONLY FOR COURSES NOT OFFERED THROUGH FCPS ONLINE ACADEMY.
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FCPS Permission Request Form for Transfer Credit 
 

 
NAME_____________________________________________    Student ID # ______________________  High/Middle School  ___________________________________ 

 
As a rule, current students are not permitted to earn credits from non-FCPS courses if the course is available through FCPS.  This request for approval to transfer a credit is being  
made for the following reason: 
During the September-June session   

 a schedule conflict    a health related conflict 
During the summer session 

 the student is living out of the area and unable to access FCPS programs. 
 the student is repeating the course(s) in order to graduate with his/her class. 

 
The student requests approval to transfer credit from a 

 public school outside VA 
 private school outside VA  
 VA VCPE accredited private school  
 VA private school not accredited by VCPE 

 
 

 *non-FCPS on-line course   
 *correspondence course 
 *college or university 

 
A student may earn credit for a course that has an associated end-of-course VA  SOL test from other than a public school or Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE) 
accredited VA private school  only after earning a passing score on the associated SOL test.  SOL tests will be administered during the FCPS test window. 
 
The local school Director of Student Services will review the following required information before approval may be granted. 
  (*Additional review and approval required per the current version of Regulation 2460.) 

 
Course Title___________________________________________     New _____    Repeat _____ 
School/Program Offering Course___________________________________________________ 
City____________________________________________  State_______________________ 
Accredited by____________________________________________ Non -accredited_________ 

Published course description provided by school/program including total hours in class must be attached. 
 

I understand that FCPS provides courses required for graduation and have chosen to enroll in a non-FCPS program.  I also understand that for courses other than those from 
public schools and from VCPE-accredited VA private schools, no credit will be granted for courses which have end-of-course SOL tests until the required SOL test is passed. 

 
_                                               ______________________________________                   __________________________________________ 

  Parent/Guardian Signature                         Student Signature 
 

Date__________           APPROVED_________   DENIED____________ 
 
_________________________________________                                        _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Local School’s Director of Student Services’ Signature                                 *Local School’s Principal’s Signature 
 
This approval to take a non-FCPS course in a subject which has an end of course SOL test is not an endorsement that this course will prepare students to pass Virginia SOL tests. A copy 
of the completed form should be sent to the High School SOL Coordinator at Alan E. Leis Instructional Center and a copy should be filed in the student’s cumulative records. 
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Guidelines for Implementing Appeal Process for Locally Awarded Verified Credits 

 
In July of 2002, the Virginia Board of Education granted local school boards the right to award verified credits in science and social studies toward a 
Standard Diploma for students who entered 9th grade in 2000-2001, 2001-2002, and 2002-2003 (graduating classes of 2004, 2005, and 2006).  The FCPS 
school board approved the following guidelines and process for FCPS schools: 
 

1. Access EDSL and DIT reports to track SOL scores in the 375-399 range. 

2. Maintain file of appeals. 

3. Urge students to retake failed tests. 

4. Inform students, families, teachers, and counselors of right to appeal under state guidelines. 

5. Form a 3 to 5-member committee comprised of principal or assistant principal, and appropriate faculty: social studies department chair, science 
department chair, special education department chair and representative from guidance department.  Identify committee chair. 

 

6. Student or Parent confirms with student’s counselor the desire to appeal. 

7. Counselor completes form with information and attaches grade report for course. 

8. Panel chair convenes panel and makes appeal decision. 

9. Principal confirms appeal decision and signs form. 

10. If appeal granted, EDP enters verified credit in student’s record. 

11. Inform parents and counselor in writing of appeal decision. 
Additional information available at http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/suptsmemos/2002/adm052.html; 

 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/suptsmemos/2002/adm052.html
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Name of School 
Appeal for Locally Awarded Verified Credit in Science and Social Studies 

 
Name _______________________________________  Student ID # ______________Grade Level ____________ Year Student Entered 9th Grade for First Time _______ 
Course Under Consideration ________________________ 

State Requirements 
(per Supts. Memo #52, Aug 9, 2002) 

Student’s Status 

Student entered 9th grade in 2000-2001, 2001-2002, 2002-2003 (Transition Classes of 2004, 
2005, 2006) 

Year entered 9th grade for first time: 

 
Student seeking Standard Diploma 
 

 
                yes 
                no 

 
Appeal Available for Social Studies or Science Course Only 
 

 
________________________________________ 
                  Course Title and Number  

 
Student has passed the course  

 
Course Grade _______________ 
 

 
Student has failed associated SOL test twice 
 

 

Initial score:    _______________ 
Retake score:   _______________ 

 
Student has earned a score within the range of 375-399 on the associated SOL test 
 
 

 
              yes 
 
               no 

 
Student has earned fewer than 4 student-selected verified credits 
 

List verified credits: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Student has demonstrated achievement of course content  
 

Report card is attached: 

Members of Local Review Panel 
 
_______________________________________  ______________________________________     ________________________________ 
                         name and position                                                 name and position    name and position 
 
_______________________________________  ______________________________________     ________________________________ 
                         name and position                                                 name and position                                         name and position 
 
                          

Appeal Granted _____________________  Appeal Denied ____________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________        ___________________ 

Date                                       Principal Signature      
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Verified Credits for Elective Courses 

 
Each Verified Credit Requires a Separate SOL Test, Substitute Test, License, or Certification 
Approved Certification and License Examinations for FCPS Courses               09/10/04 

Industry Certification/Licensure Available 
PTS Program Area PTS Course  

Certification 
 

Certifying Agency 
Business Accounting, Advanced Accounting, 

Advanced Business and Management, 
Finance, IB Business, Information 
Technology Fundamentals, Principles of 
Business, Programming 

IC3 Certiport 

Business Advanced Information Systems, Desktop 
Multimedia, Information Systems, Office 
Administration, Web Page Development  

Microsoft Office Specialist, IC3 Certiport 
Microsoft Corporation 

Business Database Design and Management SQL & PL/SQL 
JAVA Programming 

Oracle 

Business Network Administration Microsoft Certified Professional (MCP)  
     Active Directory 
Windows 2000 Server 
Windows 2000 Professional 
Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) 

Microsoft Corporation 

Family and Consumer 
Sciences  

Culinary Arts 1 & 2 Food Production Management and Service 
Assessment * 

National Occupational Competency 
Testing Institute (NOCTI) 

Family and Consumer 
Sciences 

Early Childhood Careers I & II Early Childhood Care and Education Assessment * National Occupational Competency 
Testing Institute (NOCTI) 

Family and Consumer 
Sciences 

Fashion Design I & II Clothing and Textiles Management and Production 
Assessment * 

National Occupational Competency 
Testing Institute (NOCTI) 

Health & Medical 
Sciences  

Dental Careers 2 Dental Radiology Safety Exam 
 

Virginia Board of Dentistry 

Health & Medical 
Sciences  

Fire and Emergency Medical Sciences Emergency Medical Technician * Department of Health, Office of 
Emergency Medical Services 

Health & Medical 
Sciences 

Fire and Emergency Medical Sciences Fire Fighting 1 Certification * Virginia Department of Fire 
Programs 

Health & Medical 
Sciences 

Practical Nursing 1  Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)  Virginia Board of Nursing 

Industrial Technology Advanced Drawing, Architecture Drawing, 
Engineering Drawing  

AutoCAD Certification Brainbench 

Marketing 
 

All Marketing classes except Hospitality 
Management 

Fundamental Concepts of Business and Marketing A*S*K  Institute 
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Verified Credits for Elective Courses 
 

Industry Certification/Licensure Available (continued) 
PTS Program Area PTS Course  

Certification 
 

Certifying Agency 
Marketing All Marketing classes except Hospitality 

Management  
Advanced Concepts of Business and Marketing A*S*K Institute 

Marketing  All Marketing classes except Hospitality 
Management 

Professional Selling A*S*K Institute 

Marketing Hospitality Management Hospitality Skills Certification—Front Desk Agents Educational Institute—American 
Hotel & Lodging Association 

Trade & Industrial Auto Technology ASE Certifications (available in 8 areas; need to 
pass any one exam) 

National Institute for Automotive 
Service Excellence (ASE) 

Trade & Industrial Automotive Collision Services ASE (Exams from Collision Repair and Refinish 
Test Series) 

National Institute for automotive 
Service Excellence (ASE) 

Trade & Industrial Computer Systems Technology A+ Computer Technician   Computer Technology Industry
Association (ComTIA) 

Trade & Industrial Cosmetology  Licensed Cosmetologist Virginia Board of Cosmetology 
Trade & Industrial Cosmetology  Nail Technician Virginia Board of Cosmetology 
Trade & Industrial Heating and Air Conditioning 

 
EPA Technician Certification (Levels I, II, III) Environmental Protection Agency 

Trade & Industrial Heating and Air Conditioning Residential Heating & Cooling Certification or 
Light Commercial Heating & Cooling Certification 

Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration Institute (ARI) 

Trade & Industrial Network Design and Engineering (Cisco) Copper Based Network Cabling Certification or  
Fiber Optics Networking Cabling Certification 

RBT Systems, Inc. 

Trade & Industrial Network Design and Engineering (Cisco) Cisco Certified Network Administrator (CCNA) or  
Cisco Academy End-of-Course 
Certificate (Pass any Two End-of-Course Exams, 
Levels 1-4) 

Cisco Systems 

* beginning in SY04-05 
 
Approved Tests for Computer Science/Technology Courses:

FCPS Course Test Established Scores for STUDENT SELECTED Verified Credit 
AP Computer Science AP Computer Science A 3 
AP Computer Science AP Computer Science AB 3 

Selected Courses CLEP:  Info Systems and Computer Applications 52 
IB Computer Science IB Computer Science (Standard Level) 3 
IB Computer Science IB Computer Science (Higher Level) 3 



 

Updated May 2004 
 

SOL Substitute Tests for Verified Credit 
 

Each Verified Credit Requires a Separate SOL Test, Substitute Test, License, or Certification 
English Substitute Tests 

Test Substitute Test Established  Scores for 
Proficient Rating 

Established Scores for 
Advanced Rating 

AP English Language and Composition 2 3 
AP English Literature and Composition + 2 3 
IB English (Higher Level) 2 3 
IB English (Standard Level) 2 3 
SAT II Writing 400 500 
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 160 220 
Advanced Placement International English Language (APIEL) 2 3 
Cambridge International Examinations:  English Language (GCE-AS) E D 
Cambridge International Examinations:  IGCSE English as a Second 
Language  

TBD  TBD

Cambridge International Examination: First Language English IGCSE G D 
ACT:  Writing Subtest 22 30 

English:  Writing 

WorkKeys:  Writing 3 4 
AP English Literature and Composition 2 3 
AP English Language and 
Composition + 

2  3

IB English (Higher Level) 2 3 
IB English (Standard Level) 2 3 
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 160 220 
Cambridge International Examinations: Literature in English (IGCSE) G D 
Cambridge International Examination: Literature in English (A Level) E D 
Cambridge International Examination: English Language (GCE-AS) E D 
Cambridge International Examinations: IGCSE English as a Second 
Language 

TBD  TBD

English:  Reading 
Literature/Research 

ACT:  Reading Subtest 25 31 
 
TBD  Newly approved substitute tests; cut scores to be determined by the Virginia Department of Education 
 
+Either the AP Literature and Composition or the AP Language and Composition test may be used as a substitute for both the English:  Reading/Literature/Research and the English: 
Writing  tests. Students may use either AP test to earn two verified units of credit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Updated May 2004 
 

SOL Substitute Tests for Verified Credit 
 

Each Verified Credit Requires a Separate SOL Test, Substitute Test, License, or Certification 
MATHEMATICS SUBSTITUTE TESTS 

Test Substitute Test Established  Scores for 
Proficient Rating 

Established Scores for 
Advanced Rating 

CLEP College Algebra 30 40 
IB Math Studies (Standard Level) 2 3 
IB Math Methods (Standard Level) 2 3 
SAT II  Math IC 400 500 
SAT II Math IIC 400 500 
AP Calculus 2 3 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Further Mathematics (AICE) E D 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Mathematics (AICE) E D 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Further Mathematics (A 
Level) 

E  D

Cambridge International Examinations:  Additional Mathematics  
(IGCSE) 

G  D

Cambridge International Examinations:  Mathematics (IGCSE) G D 
ACT:  Mathematics Subtest 18 26 

Algebra I 

IB Mathematics (Higher Level) 2 3 
IB Math Studies (Standard Level) 2 3 
IB Math Methods (Standard Level) 2 3 
SAT II Math IC 400 500 
SAT II Math IIC 400 500 
AP Calculus 2 3 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Further Mathematics (AICE) E D 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Mathematics (AICE) E D 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Further Mathematics (A 
Level) 

E  D

Cambridge International Examinations:  Additional Mathematics 
(IGCSE) 

E  D

Algebra II 

IB Mathematics (Higher Level) 2 3 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Mathematics (IGCSE) E C 
ACT:  Mathematics Subtest 18 25 
IB Mathematics (Higher Level) 2 3 
IB Math Studies (Standard Level) 2 3 
IB Math Methods (Standard Level) 2 3 
SAT II Math IC 400 500 
SAT II Math IIC 400 500 

Geometry 

AP Calculus 2 3 



 

Updated May 2004 
 

SOL Substitute Tests for Verified Credit 
Each Verified Credit Requires a Separate SOL Test, Substitute Test, License, or Certification 

Science Substitute Tests 
Test Substitute Test Established  Scores for 

Proficient Rating 
Established Scores for 

Advanced Rating 
Cambridge International Examinations:  Environmental Science, GCE-
AS Level 

E  DEarth Science 

AP Environmental Science 2 3 

AP Biology 2 3 

SAT II Biology E & M 400 500 

CLEP General Biology 30 40 

IB Biology (Higher Level) 2 3 

IB Biology (Standard Level) 2 3 

Cambridge International Examinations:  Biology, GCE-A Level E D 

Cambridge International Examinations:  Biology, GCE-AS Level E D 

Biology 

ACT:  Science Reasoning Subtest TBD TBD 

AP Chemistry 2 3 

SAT II Chemistry 400 500 

CLEP General Chemistry 30 40 

IB Chemistry  (Higher Level) 2 3 

IB Chemistry (Standard Level)  2 3 

Cambridge International Examinations:  Chemistry, GCE-A Level E D 

Cambridge International Examinations:  Chemistry, GCE-AS Level E D 

Chemistry 

ACT Science Reasoning Subtest TBD TBD 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 



 

Updated May 2004 
 

 
SOL Substitute Tests for Verified Credit 

 
Each Verified Credit Requires a Separate SOL Test, Substitute Test, License, or Certification 
History and Social Science Substitute Tests 

Test Substitute Test Established  Scores for 
Proficient Rating 

Established Scores for 
Advanced Rating 

AP US History 2 3 

CLEP History of US I and II (total score for both tests) 60 80 

SAT II American History 400 500 

US History 

IB US History (Higher Level) 2 3 

SAT II World History 400 500 

AP World History 2 3 

AP European History 2 3 

World History from 1000 
AD 

IB History of Europe 2 3 

World History to 1000 AD SAT II World History 400 500 

AP Human Geography 2 3 

Cambridge International Examinations:  IGCSE Geography G D 

Cambridge International Examinations:  GCE-AS Level E C 

Cambridge International Examinations:  GCE-A Level E D 

World Geography (not 
offered as a course in 
FCPS) 

IB Geography 2 3 
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FCPS High School Remediation and Remediation Recovery 

 
 
Remediation Programs: 
Both local and state funding supports remediation programs for students who have failed SOL tests.  To meet guidelines, remediation programs must 
encompass a minimum of 24 hours per subject, must be taught by teachers licensed by Virginia and be based on FCPS-approved curricula.  Remediation 
efforts should be geared to support students in categories shown to be areas of concern.  These programs must be offered in addition to a student’s regular 
course load, though the programs can be offered during the regular school day.  Programs may also be offered after the regular school day or on Saturday.   
 
Testing Implications: 
Students must be allowed to retake end-of-course SOL tests as many times as necessary to earn verified credits for graduation.  For accreditation purposes, 
repeated failing scores will not be computed; therefore subsequent failures will not negatively impact the school’s accreditation. 
 
Remediation Recovery Programs: 
Both local and state funding supports remediation programs for students who have failed 8th grade English (Reading, Literature, and Research) and 
mathematics SOL tests or high school end-of-course mathematics SOL tests.  To meet state guidelines, remediation programs must encompass a minimum 
of 24 hours per subject area, must be taught by teachers licensed by Virginia and be based on FCPS approved curricula.  Remediation recovery efforts 
should be geared to support students in categories shown to be areas of concern.  These programs must be offered in addition to a student’s regular course 
load, though the programs can be offered during the regular school day.  Programs may also be offered after the regular school day or on Saturday.   
 
Testing Implications: 
Under the VDOE provisions of remediation recovery, Special Education students whose IEPS specify a Modified Standard Diploma and who have 
participated in remediation must be allowed to retake the 8th grade English (RLR) and mathematics SOL tests in order to meet the requirements of the 
Modified Standard Diploma.  
 


	Advanced Studies Diploma             1
	Verified Credit Requirements for Students Transferring Into 
	other than Virginia Public Schools             3,4
	Verified Credits for Elective Courses                   14

	Verified Credit Requirements for Students Transferring Into 
	From Schools other than Virginia Public Schools
	Students Entering 9th Grade for the First Time in 2000-2001 
	Diploma Type
	Entering Grade
	2007 and beyond
	Modified Standard
	Standard
	6 Verified Units of Credit Required

	Verified Credit Requirements for Students Transferring Into 
	from Schools other than Virginia Public Schools
	Students entering 9th Grade for the first Time in 2000-2001 

	Diploma Type
	Entering Grade
	Advanced Studies
	9 Verified Units of Credit
	4 Verified Units of Credit
	Courses



	Standard
	English
	English 11
	Foreign Language
	Health and PE
	Electives
	Courses



	Standard
	English
	English 11
	Foreign Language
	Health and PE
	Electives


	Grade Level Checklist
	Courses Completed Outside FCPS Prior to FCPS Enrollment

	State Requirements
	Student’s Status

	FCPS High School Remediation and Remediation Recovery
	Remediation Programs:


