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English 8 & Honors English 8



Ç Analyzing

Ç Interpreting

Ç Evaluating

Ç Reflecting

Ç Comprehending

Ç Using Reading 
Strategies

Reading a Variety of Literature

Instructional reading-min. of 4 full 
length texts
Independent reading-min. of 4 full 
length texts



Ç Drafting

Ç Composing

Ç Revising

Ç Editing

Ç Proofreading

Ç Publishing

Writing Process

*Full writing process for at least 5 multi-
paragraph writings - different genres to 
include narrative, expository, 
informational, and persuasive



Ç Vocabulary Building

Ç Grammar

Ç Language Use

Ç Spelling

Language Studies



Ç Research Presentations

Ç Book Projects

Ç Collaborative Work

Ç Interviews

Ç Informational Reports

Ç Summarizing

Ç Debates

Ç Socratic Seminars

Oral Communication



Honors English 8

Ç Reading
Some examples of possible Honors novels: 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen, The 
Diary of Ann Frank, Lord of the Flies by 
William Golding, and A Separate Peace by 
John Knowles.  Independent Reading 
assignments may differ ɀrequired number 
ɉτ ÂÏÏËÓɊ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢ

Ç Writing
Honors students are able to write using a 
variety of sentence patterns  and  
beginnings.  Their writing is organized 
with proper paragraphing and transitions. 
Elaboration is expected and 
conventions/mechanics are utilized at or 
above grade level.



Ç Language Study
Students already have a strong base of 
knowledge in all of these areas and this 
content can be accelerated.  Enrichment 
is easily facilitated in the entire language 
area.

Ç Oral Communication
Honors students tend to be able to do 
more activities involving oral 
communication in addition to 
participating in problem based learning 
activities.  Honors assignments may 
involve more independent work using 
higher level critical thinking strategies.

Honors English 8



Mathematics



Mathematics 8 Algebra I Algebra 1 Honors

Content

This course provides reinforcement and 
strengthening of pre-algebra skills.   
Students in this course will also explore 
and master topics needed to be successful 
ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ 
excellent grounding in the skills critical for 
success in the Algebra I course in high 
school.

Areas of Study include:
Number and Number Sense
Computation and Estimation
Geometry and Measurement
Probability and Statistics
Patterns, Functions, and Algebra

These course opportunities for students 
to use algebra as a tool for representing 
and solving a variety of practical 
problems. Tables and graphs will be 
used to interpret algebraic expressions, 
equations, and inequalities and to 
analyze functions. Matrices will be used 
to organize and manipulate data

Areas of Study include:
Expressions and Operations
Relations and Functions
Equations and Inequalities
Statistics

This course contains the entire 
curriculum from Algebra I as well as 
extension topics.

Extension Topics include:
Matrices
Absolutevalueequations
Finite differences
Setand interval notation
Advancedwork with inequalities
Linear programming
Fractional exponents
Exponential growth and decay
Difference/sum of cubes
Divide polynomials by binomials 
Derivation of quadratic formula 
Transformations to parent 
functions 
Curve of best fit 

Credit

N/A High School Credit
grade may be expunged

High School Credit 
additional grade point weight 
possible
grade may be expunged

SOL Test

Mathematics 8 Algebra 1
A score of pass proficient or passed advanced combined with successful 
completion of the course will earn a student one verified credit toward 
graduation

Subsequent 
Course

Algebra I Geometry or
Geometry Honors

Please note that a few high schools follow the sequence of Algebra I, Algebra 
II, Geometry.  In that case the courses to follow Algebra I or Algebra I Honors 
would be Algebra II or Algebra II Honors.



Math 8

*Emphasized in a hands-on learning 
environment*

Ç Examine algebra and 
geometry -preparatory 
concepts and skills

Ç Strategies for collecting 
and analyzing data

Ç Problem solving

Ç Making connections 
among mathematical 
ideas



Ç Numerical and Algebraic 
Expressions

Ç Linear Equations and 
Inequalities

Ç Systems of Linear Equations 
and Inequalities

Ç Linear Relations and Functions

Ç Polynomials and Factoring 

Ç Quadratic Equations and 
Functions

Ç Exponents and Exponential 
Functions

Algebra 1
one high school credit



Ç Matrices
Ç Absolute value equations
Ç Finite differences
Ç Setand interval notation
Ç Advanced work with inequalities
Ç Linear programming
Ç Fractional exponents
Ç Exponential growth and decay
Ç Difference/sum of cubes
Ç Divide polynomials by binomials 
Ç Derivation of quadratic formula 
Ç Transformations to parent functions 
Ç Curve of best fit 

Honors Algebra 1
one high school credit

Honors Extension Topics include:



Ç Does your child really like math?
Ç Is your child really good at problem 

solving?
Ç Does your child consistently perform at 

the highest level?
Ç Can your child reason abstractly?
Ç Does your child easily make connections?
Ç Has your child shown self discipline, 

motivation, and maturity as a learner?
Ç Will your child be able to devote the time 

needed to be successful in the class? 

Decision Point For Advanced Placement:
Algebra 1 vs. Algebra 1 Honors

Should you place your child in the highest class for 
which he/she is qualified?  



Ç Investigate properties of geometrical objects using 
inductive and deductive reasoning

Ç Conjectures about properties and relationships are 
developed inductively and then verified deductively

Ç Connections to real world applications are emphasized.

Ç Introduction to vectors, logic, and non -Euclidean 
surfaces  

Ç 'ÅÏÍÅÔÅÒȭÓ 3ËÅÔÃÈÐÁÄ ÓÏÆÔ×ÁÒÅȟ ÃÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
manipulative are used as teaching tools

Ç increased emphasis on various styles of proof (flow, 
paragraph, indirect, two -column) 

Honors Geometry
Must have completed Honors Algebra in the 7th grade 



Civics



Ç US Government: 
Examine the functions 
of local, state, and 
federal governments.

Ç Examine the roles 
citizens play in the 
political, governmental, 
and economic systems 
in the United States.  

Ç Rights and 
Responsibilities of a 
U.S. citizen.

Prepares Students to be Citizens


