
Charles A. Beard:  
The Economic Basis of Politics and Related Writings. 

 
1. According to Beard, the authors of the Constitution were predominantly from 

which social-economic class? 
 
 
 
 

2. As you read Beard’s essay, what was his primary thesis regarding the motives 
and motivations of the Founding Fathers when they wrote the Constitution? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. List those points he used to support his arguments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. List those provisions of the Constitution that would support or confirm 
Beard’s theories, and explain how each one supported his ideas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. List those provisions of the Constitution that would refute or deny Beard’s 
theories, and explain how each one could be used to argue against his theories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Essay #3:   In considering Charles Beard’s analysis 
of the Constitution, (8 Points ) 
 

(a) present an argument in support of Beard’s 
theory, using three specific examples from the 
original Constitution (no amendments) to 
support your point of view 

 
(b) present an argument against Beard’s theory, 

using three specific examples from the original 
Constitution (no amendments)  that would 
contradict his argument. 

 
(c) Explain how the provisions found in the 

First Amendment would work against  
Beard’s argument 

 
(d)  Explain how the power of Eminent Domain 

in the 5th Amendment would support Beard’s 
argument. 

 


