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A Message from the Chantilly Principal  
 

Dear Charger Families:  

 

Well, weôve done it again ï managed to find our way through the trials and tribulations along 

with the excitement and joy that make up a school year. This year feels like it has gone by in a 

flash.  The students and staff that make up this great high school never cease to amaze me and 

they have put together another year of significant accomplishments. We manage to excel in 

every aspect of the high school experience. There is one thing that can always be said for life in 

high school ï itôs never boring. 

 

The end of a school year is packed with celebrations, awards programs, and recognition of the 

many accomplishments that happened during the year ï in the case of our seniors, multiple years 

ï with the culminating events like Convocation and Commencement. Dates and times of events 

are included in the newsletter and can also be found on the Chantilly Homepage. At times like 

these, itôs an especially proud time to be a principal and have the opportunity to congratulate so 

many for having accomplished so much.  

 

Since my last letter we have once again earned the coveted Wachovia Cup (which we have won 

five of the last six years), our yearbook has won national Pacemaker honors and we had several 

student winners in the national Columbia Scholastic Press Associationôs Gold Circle Awards.  

Our girls soccer team and our boys lacrosse teams are both District champs. Four of our students 

participated in the State Science and Engineering Fair, with one student garnering a first place 

award in his category, two special awards and one of the two grand prizes for the entire fair.  

Several of our students also had outstanding success in the State Economics Challenge, and the 

VHSL State Speech Forensics Tournament.  Our visual arts students continue to excel with one 

student, in particular, winning a silver medal at the 2009 National Scholastic Art Award com-

petition.  And, our highly-rated performing arts students continue to rock the house with every 

performance!    

 

I hope as this year draws to a close that you have had a positive experience and that our efforts 

reflect your interests as members of this school community.  Whether youôre moving on or 

coming back in the fall, I sincerely hope our service meets and exceeds your expectations.   

 

I would like to wish all of you the very best in the summer months ahead. 

                                                                                                                                                      

Warmest regards, 

 

James J. Kacur 

Principal 

  

http://www.fcps.edu/ChantillyHS/
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A Message from the PTSA President  
 

Dear Charger Families, 

 

As the school year comes to an end, I want to thank the many parents who have volunteered their 

time and energy to the PTSA. 

 

 Penni Skiba ï for managing the Scholarship Committee during a year of change, and for 

bringing a cheerful spirit to every meeting despite a difficult year for her 

 Patty Huba ï for organization and leadership of the All Night Grad Party, for innovative 

reorganization of the After Prom Party, for managing this yearôs Reflections program, 

and for her many years of devotion not just to the PTA, but to our children, their teachers, 

her fellow parents and our community 

 Andrea Cobb ï for keeping our records straight and for bringing the dual per-spective of 

parent and teacher to our discussions 

 Cindy McNeal ï for managing our money with diligence and care, and always bringing 

her sense of humor 

 Jim Kacur ï for his commitment to improving education and serving all students, and for 

engaging all year in dialogs with parents on issues of concern 

 Mary Kay Downes ï for her wit at our meetings and her passion for teaching our students 

 Robyn Spero ï for tracking our memberships, leading the nominating committee, and for 

being an all-around dynamo that livens up our board 

 Dawne LeKang ï for being one of the most well-organized people Iôve ever met and for 

working with é 

 Michelle Sherman ï who along with Dawne provided the splendid teacher breakfast in 

August and luncheon in May to show our appreciation of the teachers and staff at the 

high school 

 Valerie Cantor ï for attending Parent Advisory Committee meetings with Dr. Dale and 

for keeping the board informed of important issues before the School Board 

 Leonard Litton ï for presenting a program on Internet Safety, for providing parent per-

spective on the development of a Chantilly honor code, and for insisting upon fairness 

from the PTSA and the high school 

 Wanda Tanks-Gregory ï for her wise counsel and reminding us of the importance of gra-

duating all of our students 

 Sarah Meiburg and Melissa Stoner ï for advocating on behalf of families with special 

needs 

 Barbara Tyler ï for serving as a role model for all of us in her commitment to our com-

munity, by continuing to lead and organize the STEP tutoring program, so that no child-

ren need be left behind 

 Barbara Curry ï for hosting receptions to honor the achievements of students and their 

parents 
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A Message from the PTSA President  (Continued)  
 

 Lorraine Bollinger ï for organizing library volunteers and for her devotion to the PTSA 

for many years 

 Erin Varley ï for organizing volunteers to help in the high school office 

 Kathy Thomas ï for her supremely organized approach to managing requests for student 

directories and for identifying process improvements for next year 

 Mary Hafner ï for organizing and running the PTSA Café during Back To School Night 

and for managing the production and distribution of the student directories 

 Alisa Galayda ï for contacting and organizing our volunteers 

 Mary Crowson ï for organizing, publicizing and running many programs, including: 

o Wake Up Call, a discussion of drug abuse issues by a panel of community parents 

with first-hand experience 

o Chantilly High School 101, a program for families new to the high school 

o Internet Safety, providing advice to parents on managing their studentsô access to 

technology 

o Town Halls with School Board representatives Kathy Smith and Liz Bradsher, 

Supervisors Pat Herrity and Michael Frey, Delegates Chuck Caputo and Tom 

Rust 

o A variety of short programs on various topics that preceded PTSA business 

meetings 

 Mike Huddleston ï for the production of this marvelous newsletter, and for his fearless 

questions of the PTSA board that challenge us to better serve our members and fulfill our 

mission 

 

Of course, many of you have cooked or donated food for staff appreciation, organized and 

planned the All Night Grad Party and volunteered in a variety of other ways.  Parental involve-

ment is key to the success of our students and our school, and I thank you for helping make this 

year a success. 

 

It is important that the PTSA remain a vital organization and that it serve your needs.  We are 

always looking for new ideas and ways that we can improve.  If there are things you would like 

to see us do differently, please contact me (president@chantillyhsptsa.org, 703.655.7644) ï I 

want to hear from you. 

 

If you are looking for a way to be more involved with the school, consider volunteering next 

year.  Donôt forget that our monthly business meetings are opportunities to have a dialog with 

Principal Jim Kacur, and are a great way to meet and connect with other Chantilly parents. 

 

Have a great summer and see you next year. 

 

Ted Velkoff, PTSA President  
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Mrs. Politzer, Chantilly Art Teacher  Retires  

In 1990, when Mrs. Politzer first came to the Art Department at Chantilly High School, she 

pioneered cross curriculum art history instruction with many classes in other disciplines -- 

English, history, language, and religion. Her presentations of ñ40,000 years of art in 40 minutesò 

helped to prepare the students for their A.P. exams and to bring enrichment to Chantillyôs 

curriculum. 

 

Before coming to Chantilly, Mrs. Politzer was a graphic designer at the National Institutes of 

Health and the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta. While raising a family of two sons and a 

poodle, she wrote and illustrated childrenôs picture books. Her husband encouraged her to ñtry 

her hand at teachingò while she participated in the Greater Reston Art Centerôs ñArt in the 

Schools Program.ò Leonardo da Vinci and Artemisia Gentileschi also inspired Mrs. Politzer to 

realize her true calling -- to teach art. Fortuitously, the Flint Hill Prep School gave her the 

opportunity to hone her teaching skills as the Department Chair of Upper School Art. 

 

Mrs. Politzer feels that the greatest compliment a student can pay a teacher is to be inspired by 

her class and decide to study that subject in college. She is particularly proud of the A.P. Art 

History program she created ten years ago. It was in that first class she recalls that the top student 

went on to become valedictorian and decided to major in art history at the College of William 

and Mary. Since that time, several other students in her art history classes have similarly pursued 

art history study at college. 

 

Her fondest memories are the special rapport Mrs. Politzer has had with her students -- freshman 

in the art 1 classes, sophomores and juniors in her graphic design classes and seniors in the AP 

art history classes that she has taught for the last 10 years. 

 

Mrs. Politzer feels that her art students often do not realize how gifted they are. They are amazed 

by their accomplishments, especially when their artwork has the distinction of being displayed in 

the glass cases in the hallway. Mrs. Politzer wants her art students to be proud of their work, 

which she says reflects their personality and their love of art. 

 

Plans for the future include continuing the career she began over 20 years ago -- writing and 

illustrating childrenôs picture books. She plans to publish these stories as an inspiration to 

another generation of young people. Time spent with her husband, two poodles, and two 

grandchildren will also be a priority. Mrs. Politzer believes that being an artist/educator/author is 

one of the most rewarding careers one can have. ñWhile I am teaching the students, we are all 

learning from one another -- about life.ò 
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CHS Seniors! 
 

 

Donôt miss out on a fun-filled night with friends - check out the  

senior bulletin board in the cafeteria to see who has already made their  

reservation to the Chantilly High School 2009 All Night Graduation Partyéééé 

òMusic All Knight Longó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens at the All Night Grad Party?  
 Casino Games (we give you Charger Dollars to start pl aying!)  

 Carnival Games & Activities (paint -less paintball, airbrush tattoos, Money Machine, 
make your own DVD Dancing Heads and more!)     

 Food (and lots of it!)  

 Door Prizes  

 The Prize Store (redeem your Charger Dollars for super prizes!)  
 

     . . .  Plus  a few other surprises ð but you will have to attend  the party to 
find out!  

 

Questions:  Contact Patty Huba at patty.huba@cox.net or Bonnie Jones 

bjones@bonniejones.com 
Reservation forms available for download from www.chantillyhsptsa.org  

Have you made your 

All Night Grad Party 

Reservation yet? 
 

 

A Reservations Table will be in the cafeteria during all lunches  
on Tuesdays and Thursdays in May and the first week of June.  

Drop off your form and payment at the table  
OR mail your reservation to the school OR drop off at the main office. 

 

Cash or Check (made payable to CHS PTSA)  
 

Reservations still selling at the $75.00 price and includes an ANGP t -shirt.  

Donõt Wait - Buy Your Reservation Now and Save!  
 

Price will go up to $100.00 at the door the night of the party and the available t -shirt 

sizes will be limited!  

GRADUATION 200 9 

June 1 5th 
All NIGHT GRAD PARTY 

at Chantilly High School  
11:00 p.m. ð 5:00 a.m.  

mailto:patty.huba@cox.net
mailto:bjones@bonniejones.com
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Chantilly High School Orchestra Announces Limited Edition Collectorôs Basket 

 
CHANTILLY, VA, May 5, 2009: Chantilly High School Orchestra friends and family will have 

a special opportunity to support the school by purchasing a Limited Edition Collectorôs Basket. 

All profits support the Orchestra. 

 

The Chantilly High School Orchestra is offering the ñFriendshipò basket as their 2009 Limited 

Edition Collector Basket. This hard maple basket is handmade by the American Traditions 

Basket Company in Canal Fulton, Ohio. The basket features a commemorative brass tag, purple 

and white ñCottageò weave, a custom engraved wooden laser lid and plastic protector. The 

basket measures 11ò x 8.25ò x 5.5ò, and is $50.00. Each basket is hand woven using hard maple 

and is 100% custom made in the U.S.A. In addition, baskets can be registered to receive a 

lifetime warranty that covers workmanship and materials. 

 

Located in historic Canal Fulton, Ohio, American Traditions Basket Company has been 

producing handmade heirloom quality baskets for customers in all 50 states for over 15 years. 

The company specializes in customizing keepsake baskets for organizations, schools and 

fundraisers.  

  

Cash or checks made payable to Chantilly High School Music Boosters will be accepted for 

payment. For more information, or to pre-order your basket, contact Aaron Mynes at 703-222-

7097 or email aaron.mynes@fcps.edu.  Supporters will be notified when their orders arrive. 

 

Deadline for ordering is June 18
th

. 

  

mailto:aaron.mynes@fcps.edu


                                                                   News from  
                                        Parent Teacher Student Association 

                 CHS Administration and Guidance 

 
 

 
Issue 9 - 7 - June 2009 

www.chantillyhsptsa.org  E-mail: contact@chantillyhsptsa.org 

 



                                                                   News from  
                                        Parent Teacher Student Association 

                 CHS Administration and Guidance 

 
 

 
Issue 9 - 8 - June 2009 

www.chantillyhsptsa.org  E-mail: contact@chantillyhsptsa.org 

 
  


