CANTERBURY WOODS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
PTA


Minutes of Meeting held on March 5, 2008

PRESENT:  Beth Weller, Barb Messinger, Dermy Perez, Carol Pratt, Lisa Young, Kelly Kovacev, Emily Slough, Vicki Ballowe, Jane Ohashi, Tu’lann von Christierson, Nancy Tappan (NVCC Student)
The “Jump Rope Club” gave an energetic and entertaining demonstration of their skills – thanks again to Mrs. Horne and all the children for their hard work and dedication.

The minutes of the December 2007 PTA meeting were approved with one minor spelling change.

Principal’s Report
Barb reported that the school had to redesign how they use the Teacher Leadership Grants.  Primarily, the focus has changed to a redesign in the summer school program.  CWES won’t do another summer Art Institute; this program – to be held the first 2 weeks in August - will focus primarily on literacy and math intervention, with as much of an infusion of arts and technology as possible.

The after-school clubs, which are also possible because of this grant, will continue for at least one more year.  This is our 3rd year of a three-year grant and so 2009-2010 school year is in question.

SOL tests will be a little later in the year – primarily in early June.

Committee Reports
1. BINGO Night, 3/7/08.  Lisa Young reported that everything is moving well.  Over $800 in donations – tickets to Spy Museum, IMAX, Sport Rock, Honey Baked Ham and more.  There were 70 people signed up to attend but many more are expected.   A door raffle (free to all attendees) and a prize raffle (ticket must be purchased) will add excitement.

2. Fun Fair, 4/26/08.  Kelly Kovacev reported continuing progress in the Fun Fair’s development.  Many volunteers have come forward to take on the committees:

Tu’lann von Christierson- Raffle
Jen Marsala – Stage Performances

Julie Aanestad- Volunteer Coord.           Molly Hobbs- Prize Booth

Barb McCracken- Teen Volunteer      
Vicki Santaniello- Tickets Sales

Anne Moore- Games     
                          Beth Harshman- Publicity

Jen Marsala- Performance                       Judi Deatherage/Kristen Mulvaney- Concessions

There will be more large inflatables because of more space being utilized outside, plus a dunk tank, dart game, golf game.  No rock wall due to the long lines it generates.

In the gym will be the international stage (featuring various dancers/groups and a fashion show) and international foods plus baked goods (not a bake sale).

Games will include some traditional fun fair games plus several new international games and a “Digging Up History” area where kids can be pretend archaeologists.

Prizes and traditional fun fair foods will be in the cafeteria.

3. Treasurer’s Report. Jane Ohashi provided the financial report to date. Spring fundraisers will provide key income to pay for various PTA commitments to the school.

4. GRACE Arts.  Kelly Kovacev said the March series on Japanese art has already begun.  There is a cherry tree being created on the wall of the cafeteria and the children will be making Haiku banners to celebrate the coming of spring.

5. Reflections.  Carol Pratt announced that 2 CWES students have advanced to the state level.  There will be an assembly at CWES in June to talk about Reflections and how kids can participate.  At the May PTA meeting (date likely to be changed), this year’s winners will receive their awards.

New Business

1. Nominating Committee.  Vicki announced the nominating committee needs to be formed to prepare for the 2008-2009 school year.  Three people are needed, including one person from the current Executive Board.  A number of positions will be open:


   Exec Board: 




President, 1st Vice-President/Cougar Crawl Coordinator, Secretary/Communications


   Committees (many can be co-chaired):



Art Gallery, Beautification (position is unfilled at present), Gift Wrap Coordinator, 


Hospitality, Membership, School Store Coordinator, Superintendent’s Advisory 



Committee Representative

The slate of nominees must be ready by the May PTA meeting.  Emily will prepare a flyer and have it in next week’s THT.

2. Next PTA meeting will be April 2 at 7pm.
3. PTA vs. PTO question has arisen and Vicki wanted to make sure CWES families know that – if a switch is desired, it is not a simple proposition.  Careful consideration must be made as to the differences and benefits of each model and it must be noted that the CWES PTA is an established 501(c)3 organization that must be dissolved prior to creating the PTO.  The current PTA bylaws can be changed (to allow for co-presidents) but that process could take longer than several months.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20am.
