
 

 

 

Volume VII Issue I 

Bonnie Brae Elementary School  

5420 Sideburn Road  

Fairfax,  Virginia 22032  

Bonnie  Brae  Star  

      September 20, 2011 We dare, dream, see and do.  You count on us; we count on you! 

 
 

20      Back to School Night 
      1st grade: 5:30 p.m. 
      3rd grade: 6:00 p.m. 
      5th grade: 7:00 p.m. 
 
21      Back to School Night 
      2nd grade: 5:30 p.m. 
      4th grade: 6:30 p.m.  

 

5      Fall Picture Day 
 

6      New Parent Coffee 
      9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
 

10      Columbus Day Holiday 
      No School 
 

13       PTO Meeting 
       5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Dear parents, 

 

Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year!  We hope you and your  family 

have had an enjoyable summer and continued learning in different 

ways while away from school.  We are excited about our students’    

return and anticipate continued successes in the year ahead.  It is   

going to be a great year. 

 

Reminders, Reminders! 

 

The beginning of the year gives us the opportunity to remind students 

and parents alike of general procedures that are followed at school. 

 

Thank you for remembering to: 

 

Ask your child to show you what is in his/her backpack each  

day. 

Help your child to remember to bring in papers as they are due 

into school. 

Help your child to come to school every day unless he/she is sick. 

Call the ABENTEE LINE at 703-321-3939 each day your child will 

be tardy or absent from school. 

Send in a note when your child returns to school after being      

absent. 

Not send invitations into school, unless all children in the class 

are invited to the party. 

Sign in at the office and get a Visitor’s Badge every time you are in 

the school. 

Come into the office and sign your child out when she/he is leaving 

early.  A member of the office staff will call down to your child’s class-

room.  Please do not go directly to the classroom and get your child. 

Deliver forgotten items to the office (not the classroom). 

Send a note in with your child if she/he is doing something         

different after school (getting picked up instead of riding the bus,     

going to a friend’s house, being picked up by a relative).  If you forget 

the note, please call the school and inform the office staff of the 

change. 

Contact the teacher ahead of time if you are planning on visiting 

your child’s classroom. 

 

Kindly, 
 

Kathy Bruce 
Principal 

 

 

Office :  

703-321-3900 

 

Health Room :  

703-321-3910 

 

Attendance :  

703-321-3939 

Future issues of the Bonnie 

Brae Star will be posted 

online the 3rd Tuesday of 

every month.  To view them, 

please go to our website at 

www.fcps.edu/BonnieBraeES/.  

Click on the Principal’s  

Newsletter link, under the 

Items of Interest heading.    
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     Counselor’s Corner   
                    by Chris Stunkard & Megan Higgins 

 

School Counseling Services 
 

As the school counselors, we would like to welcome you back to another 

great school year here at Bonnie Brae. We are here to help all students 

experience success in school even when they are facing difficult personal or family issues. We 

provide individual and group counseling to students through referrals from parents or      

teachers. We also provide monthly class character education lessons on topics like                 

responsibility and trustworthiness. We always hope to work collaboratively with staff and 

families to help all students succeed. Please let us know if we can be of any assistance to your 

child this year. 
 

Christine Stunkard  Grades 2 – (Brown, Genovese and Taylor) and grades 3-6                      

email: castunkard@fcps.edu  
 

Megan Higgins Grades K, 1, 2 (Brady and Safferson)  

      part time schedule: all day Tues. & Thurs.; Fri. 9:30-1:15)       

      email: mahiggins@fcps.edu   

A NOTE FROM BAND AND ORCHESTRA 
 

Ms. Robinson and Mrs. Ammerman would like to 
welcome all of our new and returning Band and   
Orchestra members!  We will be checking              
instrument sizes and testing  students on different instruments 
this week.  Your child will bring home a letter stating their            

instrument choice, our recommendation, and an instrument size.  Band and          
Orchestra schedules will be ready by Monday, September 26th and classes will     
begin on Tuesday, September 27th.  We are very much  looking  forward to working 
with you and your child this year! 

 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT WAY TO 
START YOUR DAY? 

HAVE BREAKFAST AT BONNIE BRAE! 
 

Don’t have time to have breakfast in the morning        
before leaving the house?  Don’t fret!  The Bonnie Brae 
cafeteria is open at 8:10 a.m. to serve breakfast. Don’t 

forget: it is  the most  important meal of the day!  
Please check the monthly menu for pricing and daily 

breakfast choices.   
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     HEALTH ROOM NEWS 
         

          October 18, 2011 

           8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

          Vision & Hearing Screening for Kindergarten,  

         3rd Grade, and new Fairfax County students 
 

  VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!   
  If  you would like to volunteer, please call (703) 321-3900 
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  Matt Reynolds and Sean Tkacik working on cubbies  
 

We would like to extend a great big Bonnie Brae Thank You 
to our volunteers who refurbished and built new cubbies 
this summer.   
Thank you,  
Matt Reynolds , 
and your Eagle 
Scout Troop for 
executing this 
project and  
making it a  
success!  And, thank you to the  
Riddick family for building and 
painting new ones.  The students 
are excited to start their school 
year off with new  
storage cubbies...  
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  MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! 

  WHAT? Advanced Academic Program Information Night   

  WHEN? September 27th — 6:30 - 7:00 P.M. 

WHAT TO EXPECT?  The advanced academic resource teacher will provide          

information about levels of service and examples at Bonnie Brae, explain and answer questions about 

the screening processes for part-time school based and Level IV services.                                                   

The meeting is open to all K-6  parents.   
 

ADVANCED ACADEMIC PROGRAMS (AAP) CONTINUUM OF SERVICES 

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) offers a continuum of advanced academic services for all students in grades K-8.  
Learning experiences are designed to develop higher-level thinking through enrichment, acceleration, and extension of 
the Program of Studies.  Teachers, administrators, and advanced academic resource teachers (AARTs) work together to 
provide the following Levels of Service: 

Critical and Creative Thinking Lessons, Grades K-6 (Level I) 

The first level is provided to all students in grades kindergarten through grade six and consists of model lessons that 
are designed to teach critical and creative thinking skills.  The lessons are modeled in all classrooms by advanced 
academic resource teachers and the thinking strategies are then used throughout the year by classroom teachers and 

other teachers who work with students. Student responses to these lessons are used as part of the identification 
process for levels II-IV.  Parents may also practice these strategies during family conversations and activities.  A 
description of the 9 critical and creative thinking strategies can be found at  
http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/aap/level1.html.  
 

Differentiated Lessons in Areas of Academic Strength, Grades K-6 (Level II) 

The advanced academic resource teacher collaborates with classroom teachers to provide additional challenge 
through lessons and resources that extend and enrich the program of studies. Screening for this level of service 
is ongoing throughout the school year.  The Young Scholars Model begins at this level and is designed to find 
and nurture advanced academic potential in students from historically underrepresented populations.   

Part-Time Advanced Academic Program, Grades 3-6 (Level III) 
Students identified by a local school screening committee for part-time advanced academic services (Level III) 
are challenged through models and strategies designed to extend and enrich the POS in the four core subject 
areas.  Screening for this level of service is ongoing throughout the school year. 
 

Full-Time Advanced Academic Placement, Grades 3-8 (Level IV) 

Students found eligible for placement in a full-time Advanced Academic Program (Level IV) through a central 
selection process receive a highly challenging instructional program in the four core subject areas.  Screening 
for this level of service occurs in the fall for students who are new to FCPS and in the spring for all other stu-
dents. The referral deadline is in October for students who are new to FCPS and the first week of February for 
spring screening.  Additional information is available in the Parent Information Packet, published on the AAP 
website, www.fcps.edu/dis/aap. 

IBMYP: Selected Schools, Grades 6-10 

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program is designed for students ages 11-16. The program helps 

students develop the knowledge, understanding, attitudes, and skills necessary to participate actively and re-

sponsibly in a changing world. The curriculum is supported by the fundamental concepts of intercultural aware-

ness, holistic learning, and communication.  
 
          
 

continued on following page...  
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SCREENING 

Multiple criteria are reviewed to determine eligibility for all FCPS Advanced Academic Programs.  The local school com-
mittee determines student eligibility for part-time school-based services. The countywide central selection committee 
determines eligibility for full-time AAP (Level IV) placement. 

TESTING 

Each fall all FCPS first grade students are administered the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT).  Students in second 
through seventh grades who do not have an NNAT score may also be administered the NNAT.  Each fall all FCPS sec-
ond grade students are administered the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT).  Students in third through seventh grades who 
do not have a CogAT score may also be administered the CogAT.  A second grade screening pool is established using 
the test results from first and second grade testing. Students in the second grade pool are automatically screened for full
-time AAP (Level IV) placement.  Parents or guardians may exercise a one-time retest option during the fall testing cycle. 

 
 

REFERRALS for FULL-TIME ADVANCED ACADEMIC PLACEMENT LEVEL IV (Grades 2ï7) 
 

Parents or guardians of students not in the second grade screening pool may initiate the full-time AAP (Level IV) screen-
ing process by completing and submitting an AAP Level IV Referral Form to the local school principal no later than 
February 3, 2012.  No late referrals will be accepted. Second graders not in the pool and all third through seventh grad-
ers are screened only by referral.  Forms are available on the AAP website (www.fcps.edu/DIS/aap) and in the Parent 
Information Packet available at the local school.  (Please note:  Parents or guardians of students who are in the 2

nd
 

grade pool will be notified by the school.  Students who are not in the 2
nd

 grade pool will not receive notification.  The 
benchmark score used to create the 2

nd
 grade pool will be published on the Advanced Academic Programs website mid-

January.) 
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DARE TO CARE!  
VOLUNTEER IN THE SCHOOL HEALTH ROOM 

 
Please attend a required, free 2.5 hour training at the Springfield Health Department.    

No reservation required; just tell your school health aide that you plan to attend. 
 

Springfield District Office 
8136 Old Keene Mill Road A-100 

Springfield, VA  22152 
Entrance at rear of building 
McSweeny Conference Room 

 
 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 
9:00 a.m. ɂ 11:30 a.m. 

Or 
Thursday, October 20, 2011 

9:00 a.m. ɂ 11:30 a.m. 
 


