Appendix 4 - Top 20 Things to Check Before Submitting Final Papers

Check essay title for originality

Check for a clear thesis statement in the introductory paragraph

Check for a topic sentence based on thesis statement in each body paragraph

Check for at least two examples or facts about the topic with explanations in each body paragraph

Check that all sentences in body paragraphs relate only to topic sentence

No first person (I)

No second person (you)

Check subject verb agreement

Check pronoun reference

Check pronoun agreement

Check for varied sentence beginnings

Check for dangling and misplaced modifiers

Check commas, apostrophes and other punctuation

Check for incomplete sentences

Check for run-on sentences

Check spelling

Check for proper capitalization and format for all titles

Check for double spacing throughout

Check for proper pagination throughout

Check for proper heading on first page

