Appendix 6 - Guide to MLA (Modern Language Association) format for documenting sources
Whenever you incorporate someone else’s work product in your own work you must acknowledge it by documenting the sources you borrowed from. 
When documenting sources it is best to use one consistent format. Although there are different styles for citing sources, many academic disciplines use the MLA style.
The MLA style formatting consists in linking in-text parenthetical citations to a bibliography or list of works cited.
As a general rule, for in-text parenthetical documentation use the first word of the citation matching the information you are quoting or paraphrasing, listed on your works cited page followed by the page numbers. 

Example: 

· If the citation begins with the name of the author: (Alterman 23-27)

· If the citation begins with the title: (“Endangered Species” 120)
· Do not write page number for databases or Internet websites

Although, you may not use information from all the sources you have consulted, keeping track of everything you have read will save you a lot of time in case you need to retrieve a source for additional information or when you are ready to create your bibliography/works cited page for your paper. 
The works cited page lists all the sources used in a research paper or project. It begins on a new page at the end of the text of the paper.
MLA format for a Works Cited page:

· Center the title Works Cited on the page.

· Arrange citations in alphabetical order by the first word of the entry.

· Double-space all lines (between and within citations).

· Indent (1/2 inch) the second and subsequent lines.

[image: image1.wmf]The following are guidelines for citing a variety of sources and examples of

citations for the most commonly used sources.

1. Books:
Basic entry 
Author’s name (Last name, First name). Title of Book. Publication information (City: 


Publisher, date.)
Book with one author
Alterman, Eric. When Presidents Lie: A History of Official Deception and its
 Consequences. New York: Penguin Group, 2004.

Book with two or more authors

Bernstein, Carl, and Bob Woodward. All the President’s Men. New York: Simon and
 Schuster, 1974.
Book with editor
Egendorf, Laura K., ed. English Romanticism. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2001.
2.  Reference Books
Basic entry
Name of the author of the article (Last name, First name). “Title of the Article.” Title of
 the Reference Book. Name of editor. Edition. Volume number. City of 

 publication: Publisher, publication date (copyright date).
Examples:
Toby, Jackson. “Schools and Crime.” Encyclopedia of Crime and Justice. Ed. Joshua

Dressler. 2nd ed. Vol. 4. New York: Macmillan Reference, 2002.
Brunsdale, Mitzi. “Henrik Ibsen.” Critical Survey of Drama. Ed. Carl Rollyson. 2nd ed.
Vol. 4. Pasadena: Salem Press, 2003.
Lerner, Brenda Wilmoth. “The Discovery of Vitamins and their Relationship to Good
Health.” Science and Its Times: Understanding the Social Significance of 
Scientific Discovery. Eds. Neil Schlager and Josh Lauer. Vol. 6. Detroit: Gale,

2000.
When citing sources from Contemporary Literary Criticism (CLC) use the following format:

“Annie Dillard.” Contemporary Literary Criticism. Eds Roger Matuz et al. Vol. 60.
Detroit: Gale, 1990.
3.  Periodicals:

Basic entry 
Author’s name (Last name, First name). “ Title of the Article.” Publication Title volume
 number date of publication: page numbers.

Scholarly Journal
Rubinstein, William. “Who was Shakespeare.” History Today 51 (2001): 28-32.

Magazine, Newspaper
Kinsley, Michael. “Support the Troops: Bring Them Home.” Time 5 Mar. 2007: 26.
4. Interviews:

Basic entry

Name of person interviewed. Kind of interview (Personal, telephone or e-mail interview). Dates of interview.
Smith, John. Personal interview. 13 July 2007.

5. Online Databases:
Basic entry

Author’s name (Last name, First Name). “Title of the Article.” Title of the Original
 Source of the Article. Publication information for the original source. Name of 
Database. Name of the Service. Library name, City, State. Date of access
 <electronic address of the database>.
Examples:
Freedman, Bill, and Larry Gilman. "Greenhouse effect." Gale Encyclopedia of Science.
Ed. K. Lee Lerner and Brenda Wilmoth Lerner. Detroit: Gale, 2004. Student

            Resource Center - Gold. Thomson Gale. Annandale High School. 12 Mar. 2007
 <http://find.galegroup.com/

Jozefowicz, Chris. "Climate control: why does a Novel Prize winner want to pollute the
atmosphere?(EARTH)."  Current Science. 12 (March 2, 2007): 10. Student Resource Center - Gold. Thomson Gale. Annandale High School. 12 Mar. 2007 <http://find.galegroup.com/

* Note that more and more database services are adding a new cite now feature which automatically generates a citation for each article included in their databases.
6. Internet Sites:

Basic entry

1. Name of author.

2. “Title of Article.”

3. Publication information for any print version of the source.

4. Title of the internet site.

5. Date of electronic publication or latest update.

6. Name of any institution or organization sponsoring the site.

7. Date of access.
8. URL of the source.

If all the information listed above is not available, provide what you can find. For example, if no author is stated, begin the citation with the title of the article. 
Example:
Shepherd, Anne. “Overview of the Victorian Era.” The Victorian Era. 2001

Institute of Historical Research. 12 May 2005

<http://www.history.ac.uk/ihr/Focus/Victorians/article.html>.  
7. To cite other sources such as interviews, photographs, paintings, sound recordings or television and radio programs consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers by Joseph Gibaldi, available in the Annandale High School library.
Source: 

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Paper. 6th ed. New York:

 Modern Language Association of America, 2003.[image: image2.png]



