Appendix 1 - The Dewey Decimal Number System

To make use of your library resources the most efficiently you need to understand how books, especially non-fiction books, are arranged on the shelves.

Reference and non-fiction  

Almost all public and school libraries use a combination of number and letter 

system to organize books on the shelves. This system is called the Dewey

Decimal Number System and divides books into 10 general subject categories using numbers from 000 to 999. Based on this system, each book in the library is assigned a unique call number according to its subject. A call number is like an address, it tells you where the book is located on the shelves. To find a book’s call number you will use the library online catalog. 

The Dewey Decimal Number System works as follow:

The 10 Dewey Subject Categories

000 Generalities 
100 Philosophy & psychology

200 Religion

300 Social sciences

400 Language
500 Natural sciences & math 
600 Technology (Applied sciences)
700 The arts
800 Literature & rhetoric
900 Geography & history
Each of the 10 subject category is then further divided into 10 more specific subject subcategories. For example:

900 Geography& history

910 Geography & travel

920 Biography, genealogy, insignia

930 History of ancient world

940 General history of Europe

950 General history of Asia Far East

960 General history of Africa

970 General history of North America

980 General history of South America

990 General history of other areas

The division continues even further within each of the ten subject specific subcategories.

940 General history of Europe

941 General history of Europe British Isles

The subcategories can be divided even further by adding decimals.

940.53 World war 1939-1945

941.1 Scotland

Fiction and Biography
Fiction books are arranged in alphabetical order by author last name. Biography books are also arranged in alphabetical order using the last name of the subject of the book.

Examples:


F stands for fiction

Ste stands for the author’s last name.

(Ste for Steinbeck)


92 is the number for biography
Jef is the name of the subject of the book

(Jef for Jefferson)
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