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UPCOMING EVENTS
¢ Fall Picture Day—October 5

¢ PTA Meeting—October 5, 7 p.m.

# Principals Town Hall Meeting—October 5, 7

p.m.
¢ Sixth Grade Class Picture—October 6

¢ Columbus Day Holiday (School Closed) - Octo-
ber 11

¢ AAP Information Meeting—October 19, 7 p.m.
¢ First Grading Period Ends—October 29
¢ Parent Conferences—November 1 & 2

¢ Teacher Work Days—No School for Students—
November 1 & 2

¢ PTA Meeting—November 9, 7 p.m.

¢ Family Portrait Night—November 10 (call Mrs.
Aschenbach for details)

¢ 1st Quarter Progress Reports Sent Home—
November 11

¢ Thanksgiving Luncheon—November 18
¢ 2 Hour Early Dismissal-November 24

¢ Thanksgiving Holiday (School Closed) - No-
vember 25 & 26

J. MARTIN MARINOFF, JR., PRINCIPAL
Marty.Marinoff@fcps.edu
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Principals Town Hall Meeting

I will hold the first
of my four planned
Town Hall Meet-
ings following the
business portion of
the PTA meeting
on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5 at 7:00 p.m. Aldrin staff and I will
share the 2010-2011 Aldrin School Im-
provement Plan and discuss the process

Nl

used in developing this annual plan. In

addition, I will overview the class place-
ment process that is used in our school
each school year to ensure the most ap-
propriate teacherstudent match for our
Aldrin children. Time will be allowed for
specific questions about the School Im-
provement Plan and class placement proc-
esses, as well as other questions that are
on the minds of our Aldrin parents. I
look forward to seeing you at the meeting
next week.

SCA Installation Ceremony

We held our SCA Installation Ceremony
on September 29™ for our SCA Officers,
classroom representatives and alternates.
Congratulations to everyone. We are look-
ing forward to a great year, with lots of
service learning projects for our school

community.

Breakfast - A Great Start To Being Smart

October is Breakfast Month in Fairfax
County Public Schools. Breakfast is the
most important meal of the day. It “breaks”
the “fast” by replacing the energy reserves

used overnight.

School aged children especially teens are
the biggest breakfast skippers. Research
shows students who eat breakfast:

e Learn better

e Are more alert and attentive

e Are more likely to participate in
activities

Eating breakfast may also reduce the risk
of childhood obesity

If you have a breakfast skipper in your
home, plan and offer quick nutritious
choices such as juice, whole grain cereal
and toast, breakfast bar, or bagels and
milk or yogurt. Parents don’t forget your
own breakfast. You are a role model for
your children.
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ADVANCED ACADEMIC PROGRAMS (AAP)
CONTINUUM OF SERVICES

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) offers a con-
tinuum of advanced academic services for all stu-
dents in grades K-8. Learning experiences are de-
signed to develop higher-level thinking through en-
richment, acceleration, and extension of the Program
of Studies. Teachers, administrators, and Advanced
Academic Resource Teachers (AARTs) work together
to provide the following Levels of Service:

Critical and Creative Thinking Lessons, Grades K-6
(Level I) The Advanced Academic Resource Teacher
and classroom teachers teach nine higher order
thinking strategies across all subject areas and grade
levels.

Differentiated Lessons in Areas of Academic

— mmmmmm Strength, Grades K-6 (Level II) The Advanced Aca-
demic Resource Teacher collaborates with classroom
teachers to provide additional challenges and re-
sources within the general education program.

The AAP Level IV

The Young Scholars Model included in this level is
Referral Form is designed to find and nurture advanced academic
potential in students from historically underrepre-

due to the Aldrin

sented populations.

Part-Time Advanced Academic Program, Grades 3-
6 (Level III) Students identified by a local school

screening committee for parttime advanced aca-

office no later

than February 4,
demic services (Level III) are challenged through

models and strategies designed to extend and enrich
the POS in the four core subject areas.

2011

Full- Time Advanced Academic Placement, Grades
3-8 (Level IV) Students found eligible for placement
in a fulltime Advanced Academic Program (Level
IV) through a central selection process receive a
highly challenging instructional program in the four
core subject areas.

IBMYP: Selected Schools, Grades 6-10

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Pro-

gram is designed for students ages 11-16. The pro-

B oram helps students develop the knowledge, under-

e <anding, attitudes, and skills necessary to participate
actively and responsibly in a changing world.

Honors, Grades 7-8 Advanced and/or accelerated
classes are available for students in grades 7- 8
through an open enrollment process. Students re-
ceive instruction that is differentiated for advanced
learners in the four core subjects in one or more
areas of academic strength or interest.

SCREENING Multiple criteria are reviewed to deter-
mine eligibility for all FCPS Advanced Academic
Programs. Formal identification begins with Level
III services. The local school committee determines
student eligibility for part-time school-based services.
The countywide central selection committee deter-
mines eligibility for full-time AAP (Level IV) place-

ment.

TESTING Each fall all FCPS second grade students,
as well as students in third through seventh grades
who do not have ability test scores, are administered
the Cognitive Abilities Test. This year all first and
second grade students will take the NNAT. Begin-
ning next year, the NNAT will be administered in
first grade and the CogAT in second grade. A sec
ond grade screening pool is established using these
test results. Students in the second grade pool are
automatically screened for full-time AAP (Level IV)
placement. Parents or guardians may exercise their
one-time retest option during the fall testing cycle.

REFERRALS for FULL-TIME ADVANCED ACA-
DEMIC PLACEMENT LEVEL IV (Grades 2-7)

Parents or guardians of students not in the second
grade screening pool may initiate the full-time AAP
(Level IV) screening process by completing and sub-
mitting an AAP Level IV Referral Form to the local
school principal no later than February 4, 2011.
No late referrals will be accepted. Second graders not
in the pool and all third through seventh graders are
screened only by referral. Forms are available on the
AAP website (www.fcps.edu/DIS/gt) and in the Par-
ent Information Packet available at the local school.
(Please note: Parents or guardians of students who
are in the 2™ grade pool will be notified by the
school. Students who are not in the 2™ grade pool
will not receive notification. The benchmark score
used to create the 2™ grade pool will be published on
the Advanced Academic Programs website mid-
January.)

PARENT INFORMATION MEETING

A parent information meeting will be held at Aldrin
Elementary on October 19, 2010 at 7 p.m.. The
Advanced Academic Resource Teacher will provide
information about levels of service and examples at
<school name> as well as explain and answer ques-
tions about the screening processes for part-time
school based and Level IV services. The meeting is
open to all K-6 parents.


http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/gt

